
Lake Travis High School –Chemistry Syllabus 

Teacher: Stephanie Murray 
email:  murrays@ltisdschools.org (best) 
School phone: 512-533-6100 ext. 5905 
 
Textbook:   Sarquis, Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, Modern Chemistry 2015 

Student Online Textbook and Resources:  http://www.my.hrw.com 
 
Class Materials 

- 3 ring binder 

- Spiral notebook or paper 

- Scientific calculator 

- Pens, pencils and color markers 

Class Procedures and Policies 

Tardies:  
The tardy policy will be strictly enforced. Be ready to work when the bell rings.  After eight tardies, the AP’s 

will call students & issue consequences. 

Tutorials:  
I am available for tutorials in the mornings from 8:00 to 8:45, and after school from 3:50 to 4:30.  Needs for 

tutoring outside of these times will be addressed individually.  

Class Expectations: 

1. Be prompt 

2. Be prepared 

3. Be polite 

4. Be productive 

 
Snacks:  
Students are limited to have food or drinks at their desk only.  These are not permitted in the lab area. 

Electronic Devises: (cell phones, iPads, etc.)  
Cell phones, iPads and any other electronic devise are allowed in the classroom for academic purposes.  

Students will be instructed as to when and how they may use their devises.  Pictures and videos are not 

permitted without permission of the teacher.  

Three tiers for consequences: 1 – verbal warning, 2 – phone turned in to teacher, 3 – phone turned in to 

administration (requires pickup after school and referral).  

Restroom:  
Students must sign in and out of the room anytime they leave.  Restroom use will be allowed on a limited 

emergency basis.  Students should take care of business prior to the beginning of class. 

Academic honesty:  
Students found plagiarizing, copying or cheating in any way will receive automatic zeros and parents will be 

notified.  In addition, an honor code violation will be submitted to the associate principal. 
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Grading Procedures 

▪ 60% Major Grades, including at least 3 recorded grades in this category per nine weeks 

These include Tests, Major Labs and Projects.   
Tests are not released to students, parents or tutors. (School Policy) 

 Students may review their individual tests with the teacher during tutorials. 

 Tests will be reviewed generally as a class.  
 
Re-Testing:  Students will have the opportunity to improve a failing test grade for a maximum grade of 70%. 
Students must: 

1. Complete the test review prior to the initial test. 
2. Attend at least 1 tutorial with their teacher. 
3. Complete the retest within 1 week of the posting of the test grade. 

 
▪ 40% Daily Grades, including at least ten recorded grades in this category per nine weeks 

These include labs, homework, notebook binder and in class assignments. 

 All assignments will be given a due date.  Students are expected to complete and submit assignments 

by these due dates.  If a student fails to submit an assignment on time or they fail the assignment, they 

will be given an opportunity to turn in 1  assignment/ unit as late as the day of the unit test for a 

maximum grade of 70%. 

Midterm and Finals:  20% of overall semester averages 

Absences: 
Contact your teacher regarding absences to make a plan for missed work.   

 School related absences include any extra-curricular activities, field trips, etc. Students must   
communicate these absences with the teacher prior to the absence. If a student is going to miss a test, 
the test must be taken prior to the scheduled absence. 

 Excused personal absences include doctor’s appointments, death in the family, illness (must submit a 
note to the attendance office), etc. Please contact the teacher as soon as possible to inform us of the 
absence. Students have a period of time equal to the length of the absence to turn in makeup work for 
full credit, according to student handbook policy. 

 Tests missed, for which the date and review have been previously given, will be taken immediately 
upon returning to class or prior to that time in tutoring. 

 
Scope and Sequence: 
1st Semester Units 

1. Safety measurement and problem solving 

2. Classification and states of matter 

3. The periodic table 

4. Chemical bonding and nomenclature 

5. Chemical reactions part one 

6. Chemical reactions part two 

7. Chemical quantities 

2nd Semester Units 
8. Stoichiometry 

9. Gas laws 

10. Solutions 

11. Acids and bases 

12. Thermochemistry 

13. Nuclear chemistry 

14. Organic chemistry and molecular structure  

 
 



 
Tips for excelling in Chemistry 

1.  Keep an up to date notebook: This includes your packet, all work completed in chronological order. All 
papers must be hole-punched and placed in notebook. 
2.  Complete and turn in all assignments: Not all assignments will count for course credit, however you will 
not know which assignments will be. All assignments will lead to the test. 
3. Complete all make-up work on time: When you are absent you DO have make-up work to complete. Please 
follow the guidelines in the student handbook for completing make-up work on time! It is the student’s 
responsibility to obtain make-up work from the teacher or from Schoology. Lab makeup will be during 
tutoring times. Lab’s will only be available for makeup for a short time after done in class. 
4. Keep up with your grades and your grade average: Keep track of your grades provided by the teacher on 
TxConnect. Keep all graded assignments in your notebook. This will help verify accuracy of computer record 
of grades and inform the teacher of any mistakes! Grades also help you decide when you need tutoring 
before someone else decides for you. 
5. Personal Behavior and Study Skills: Focus on learning the material presented and producing quality work. 
Grades are important, but learning is the ultimate goal. Minimize distractions by sitting away from those you 
are tempted to talk to and keeping cell phones in backpacks. 
6. Set, Write Down & Post Goals: Then develop a reasonable plan to achieve those goals. 
7. Listen aggressively in class. Pay close attention to the teacher during lectures and other students during 
group work. Think about what you are hearing. Do you understand?  Ask questions as soon as you realize 
that you do not understand. 
8. Follow the master calendar on Schoology to keep track of all upcoming assignments. Budget your time 
between all classes to maximize your learning, complete A day assignments on A day nights and B day 
assignments on B day nights. 
9. Seek help when necessary, at the earliest possible time. Communicate with other students, a study buddy, 
or the teacher. If your teacher is unable for whatever reason, you can go to any chemistry teacher to get help. 
10. Come prepared for class each day.  That means materials, assignments, and an understanding of or 
questions about the material. 
11. Have self-responsibility for all aspects of your learning. This includes preparation for class, appropriate 
behavior, organization, completing assignments and/or homework, and making up missed work. 
12. Memorize when suggested you need to. There are several things that it would be very helpful for you to 
memorize (beginning with some of the elements). You should realize that memorizing is helpful in decreasing 
the time it takes for your success in this class. The elements are like our alphabet. Could you write a paper 
without knowing the alphabet? You will always have reference materials to use. 

 


